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History	of	European	Union

• After	WWII	– Europe	was	devastated	and	thus,	laid	the	foundations	and	
need	for	the	European	Union
• Founding	Fathers	of	the	EU:

• Six	Founding	Countries:	Belgium,	France,	Germany,	Italy,	Luxembourg	and	
the	Netherlands
• Established	under	its	current	name	in	1993	following	the	Maastricht	Treaty
• Awarded	the	Nobel	Prize	for	Peace	in	2012	to	recognize	the	organization’s	
efforts	to	promote	peace	and	democracy



History	of	European	Union

• Growth	of	European	Union
• Strong	desire	to	expand,	thus	taking	in	countries	like	Greece	



History	of	European	Union

http://instruction2.mtsac.edu/french/studyabroad/europeanUnion.htm



Prime	Ministers

• Prime	Minister	after	David	
Cameron’s	resignation	
• Supporter	of	Brexit

Pictures:	www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/david-cameron-pledges-new-snoopers-charter-if-he-wins-election-9971379.html

David	Cameron

• Believed	in	the	benefits	of	
continued	EU	membership

www.independent.co.uk/voices/theresa-may-prime-minister-andrea-leadsom-policies-voting-record-human-rights-what-did-she-mean-a7130961.html



Arguments	against Brexit

• All	countries	within	the	EU	have	a	vote	or	a	say	within	negotiations
• Limiting		- A	real	world	example	of	this	would	be	CETA
• Trade	agreement	between	Canada	and	the	European	Union
• Wallonia	– a	region	in	Belgium	rejected	the	deal

• If	Britain	were	to	leave	the	EU	– difficulties	with	European	trade
• Inter-industry	Trading
• Intra-industry	Trading
• Possible	reduction	in	consumer	choices



Hard	Brexit	versus	Soft	Brexit

Hard	Brexit
• Immediate	departure	from	the	
EU
• Viewed	as	a	unilateral	act	against	
the	interests	of	other	constituent	
nations	(and	London)
• Prioritizes	borders	and	
immigration	policies	as	other	
factors	are	secondary

Soft	Brexit
• Multiple	stage	process
• Allow	time	for	both	the	UK	and	
EU	to	determine	what	kind	of	
long-term	relationship	would	
serve	the	interests	of	both	sides



Arguments	for Brexit

• All	countries	within	the	EU	have	a	vote	or	a	say	within	negotiations
• Limitations	for	Britain	as	other	countries	have	a	vote
• Same	CETA	example	can	be	applied	in	this	situation

• Bank	of	England	Structure	
• Able	to	print	own	money	and	perform	monetary	policies	if	necessary



Arguments	against	Brexit

• Border	and	Immigration	control



In	Summary



In	Summary



Consequences	of	Brexit	

• Argued	that	UK’s	main	strategy	in	joining	EU	in	1973	was	to	prevent	
the	union	from	becoming	too	strong.
• Global	trade	patterns	for	the	EU	
• Consequences	for	Immigration	and	Labor	Market	



Assessment	prior	to	the	Vote

• Chancellor	of	the	Exchequer	– George	Osborne	
• April	2016



Assessment	prior	to	the	Vote

• Compared	continued	membership	of	the	EU	against	alternative	
models
• Membership	of	the	European	Economic	Area	(EEA)
• Negotiated	bilateral	agreement	

• Examples	include	European	Union	and	Switzerland,	Turkey,	or	Canada
• World	Trade	Organization	(WTO)	membership	without	any	specific	agreement	
with	the	European	Union



Labor	Forces

• Since	2004,	thousands	of	workers	from	eastern	Europe	(e.g.	Poland)	
flocked	to	Britain
• With	Brexit,	labor	force	will	be	greatly	affected	as	immigrants	make	
up	a	large	portion	of	the	labor	market



The	Brexit	Negotiations:	An	Italian	Perspective

• Stefano	Micossi and	Riccardo	Perissich
• Wrote	for	CEPS,	a	think	tank	and	forum	for	debate	on	EU	affairs



The	Brexit	Negotiations:	An	Italian	Perspective



The	Brexit	Negotiations:	An	Italian	Perspective



Recent	News

• November	3,	2016	- High	Court	ruled	that	‘Brexit’	will	require	a	vote	
from	the	Parliament	
• Main	take-away:	invoking	Article	50	of	the	Lisbon	Treaty	
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